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When Venice was both a center of Renaissance culture and a gathering place for news from around

the world, Marin Sanudo tried to write everything down. He was the finest diarist of his time, with a

keen eye for the everyday and the monumental alike. Venice, CitÃ  Excelentissima offers a broad

and engaging introduction to Sanudo's detailed observations of life in his beloved city and the world

it knew. This expertly translated volume glimpses into Renaissance life at a spectacular time when

Venice was at the top of its game. Organized thematically, the selections offer a Venetian's

viewpoint of the glories of high culture, the gritty reality and sparkling drama of daily life, the perils of

diplomacy and war, and the high-risk ventures of voyages and commerce.Here, the work of the

Renaissance's most assiduous historian is finally given the accessibility it warrants and the merit it

is due.
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I got this for my dad. He is a huge history buff and particularly enjoys first-hand accounts from

people living in the thick of it. He thinks the selections in here are relevant and seems to be enjoying

it quite a lot.He's very hard to buy for since he's read so very many books but this one seemed to fill

a niche that had been missed before.

We are a pair of coauthors who write historical novels. We were over the moon to find this

compelling, highly readable translation of Sanudo's diaries - this book is a goldmine for anyone



looking to dive deep into the history of Renaissance Venice.-Gina Buonaguro and Janice Kirk -

http://sidewalkartist.blogspot.com/
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